{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. I.]     PRUSSIA  AND   RUSSIA  REUNITED.                31}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Arndt describes it, placed on a sledge, Arndt himself by his side, two servants in front, an Imperial Chas\-seur riding in front and another behind, all the bells of St Petersburg ringing for evening prayers as they left the city behind them. A sad scene awaited them at Pskov where they halted on the even\-ing of the 6th. It was one of the centres of the German Legion, and here lay Count Chasot, its commander and one of the most zealous of the patriotic party, dying of hospital fever. He was already unconscious, and the party, when they were admitted to see him, were warned to avoid taking his breath. Arndt took his hand, but Stein bade him farewell with a kiss on the forehead, as it were in the name of Germany. On they drove, coming soon out upon the road, along which the French retreat had passed. The sledge passed now and again over corpses ; corpses of men and horses were strewn on the right hand and on the left; the cot\-tages they passed had lost roofs and windows, or had been burnt. One of the two servants sitting in front had to be taken out of the sledge and marched between Arndt and the other servant, to prevent his becoming unconscious from the cold, and Arndt thought it highly characteristic of Stein, that he in\-sisted upon getting out to help in spite of the doctor and his gout. Wilna was reached on the i ith ; here they put up at a hotel in which all the furniture had been knocked to pieces, and in the courtyard of a monastery close by they saw a sort of pyramid of corpses as high as the third story and frozen to\-gether. From Wilna Stein writes to his wife: 'We see nothing but waggons full of corpses, which are}\par }